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Deeper Learning in Practice 
As educators, we often define 
what students need to know and 
should be able to do in order to 
succeed in college or career fields. 
We know that they need more 
than just the ability read and 
write -- today’s constantly chang-
ing workforce shows that they 
must be able to master academic 
content, communicate and collab-
orate effectively, think critically, 
and become life-long learners.

Supporting students as they 
develop these skills, understand-
ings, and mindsets often requires 
a shift in how we think about 
classroom learning and the com-
petencies needed by teachers to 
facilitate that learning.

What does this type of learn-

ing look like in practice? Educa-
tors across the country are using 
the deeper learning framework, 
developed by The William and 

Flora Hewlett Foundation, in 
their classrooms. Through design 
thinking challenges, project-based 
learning activities, Genius Hours, 
and more, teachers can ensure 
that students are engaged, moti-

vated to persist, and developing 
key skills.

For example, students in a robot-
ics classroom might build control-
lers for swimming robots. One 
group experiments with settings 
to sink the robots by filling a 
bladder with water. Another works 
to perfect the speed controls 
on the motor. Yet another test 
the robot design to ensure that 
it can easily move through the 
water. Students are engaged and 
focused as they apply math, engi-
neering, and science knowledge 
to their work. These students are 
engaged in the six categories of 
Deeper Learning skills described 
below.

Master Academic Content. In ad-
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SMS Student Spotlight
This week’s student spot-
light is Hannah Elkins. Han-
nah is a seventh-grade stu-
dent on the Green Monkey’s 
team. Her teachers report 
she is a fantastic student 
who excels in her academics 
and is a role model for her 
peers. Hannah is an athlete 
for the SMS Volleyball Team 
and is excited to start her 
season. Congrats to this stu-
dents for being #FCSBold!

“Unless someone like you cares a 
whole awful lot, nothing is going to get 
better. It’s not. “

- Dr. Seuss

MONDAY

FCHS counselors visit 8th grade 
science classes to discuss 
scheduling

Cougar Coach Sessions

Washington DC Parent Meeting at 
6:00 PM

The SMS Cougar Council will 
sponsor a on Friday, March 23rd 
afterschool until 5:00 PM. The cost 
is $5 and the proceeds will benefit 
the 8th grade party.

WEDNESDAY

Fast Pass Writing

School Culture & Resources 
Committee Meeting at 3:30

Volleyball vs. Rowan (5:30)

FCHS Know Your Journey 
(5:30)

THURSDAY

PLC Day (ELEOT Data)

FCHS Counselor lunchroom visits

Fast Pass Writing

Baseball @ Clark Co (6:00)

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Last week in Pictures

TUESDAY

8th Grade Transition Day

Fast Pass Writing

Please make sure that you are setting aside time to 
meet as a team to discuss student issues. Set a time 
weekly to get together either before or after to school 
and spend 15-20 minutes talking about these issues. 
These meetings don’t need to be very long, but it’s im-
portant that your entire team is on the same page. Whit-
ney or I will be happy to sit in if and when you need us. 
Just give us a heads up and we will make every effort to 
be there. 

FCHS Counselors will spend some time with our 8th 
graders this week. On Monday they will visit 8th Grade 
Science classrooms to talk with students about sched-
ule options for next year. On Tuesday our 8th Grade 
Students will travel to FCHS in the morning for Transi-
tion Day. On Wednesday evening 8th grade students 
and their families are invited to the “Know Your Jour-
ney Event” that will take place at the High School. On 
Thursday the counselors will be back at SMS during 
lunch time to talk with any students who may still have 
questions about scheduling for next year. Finally, on 

Staff Reminders
Friday 8th grade students will turn in their choice sheets to their Science 
teachers.

This week is Beta Week at SMS. For Monday, students and teachers are 
invited to wear Bright Colors.

Spring pictures will take place on Thursday of this week. If students wish 
to have their picture taken, they must pre-pay. Forms for that went out 
last week. They must be returned prior to having their pictures taken on 
Thursday.

Cougar Coach session will take place on Monday. The Beta Club will 
send out information for Beta Shout-Outs. 

Please remember to update your grades in Infinite Campus. Grade checks 
take place every Monday morning and parents are keeping a close eye 
on student progress. Also, if you are contacted by parents, please make 
every effort to respond to them within 24 hours by either email or phone 
call.
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09 13
FRIDAY

Break Day

8th Grade Student Choice 
Sheets due

TUESDAY

The Kentucky Shakespear Theatre 
group will be here to present Twelfth 
Night to our students. The production 
will begin at 1:30 PM

SMS Staff Spotlight

Do you have an interesting story to tell that we can include in next week’s Cougar Connection?  
Email us at jesse.bacon@fleming.kyschools.us

dition to building foundational 
academic skills in reading, math, 
science, and social studies, 
teachers use many approaches 
to support students taking their 
learning and exploration to the 
next level. These approaches, 
such as rooting projects in real-
world problems or mapping 
facts and concepts to help build 
on prior knowledge, enable 
students to connect ideas and 
apply knowledge across content 
areas.

In the aforementioned robot-
ics classroom, students engage 
deeply with math and physics 
as they measure and assess the 
impact of the changes they are 
making to control their robots’ 

speed, agility, and water dis-
placement.

Think Critically and Solve Com-
plex Problems. As students 
seek to tackle problems, they 
must be able to analyze those 
problems, develop solutions, 
and carry out plans to address 
them. Teachers integrate these 
skills into instruction through 
engaging activities that rely on 
competencies such as research-
ing, brainstorming, and design 
thinking.

The robotics students are test-
ing their hypotheses and de-
signing solutions to the unex-
pected challenges they confront 
in their robot design.

Work Collaboratively. Working 
collaboratively in school helps 
students become better team 
members in the future as they 
learn to identify strengths, as-
sign responsibilities, and re-
flect on successes. By planning 
thoughtful group activities, 
creating expectations around 
group work, and encouraging 
conversations about open-
mindedness, teachers support 
these skills.

In each robotics group, students 
have created team agreements, 
identified group leaders, and 
divided responsibilities equally.

Next week, we will look at the 
other three categories of Deep-
er Learning skills.
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Mrs. Brandi Cooper is the English Language Arts teacher on the Red Jag-
uars Team.  Mrs. Cooper and her husband Eric live in Mayslick with their two 
children Colby and Katie. Mrs. Cooper has been at Simons Middle School for 
11 years and has served as a Science and an English Language Arts Teacher.  
Mrs. Cooper is devoted to her classroom and works extremely hard to meet 
the needs of all students. Especially those who need her the most.  She is ex-

tremely creative and talented when it comes 
to making her content relevant to students.  
In addition to her role as teacher at SMS, she 
is also the 4-H Livestock Judging Coach and 
serves in other capacities to ensure students 
in our region have opportunities to compete in 4-H competitions throughout 
the state. Mrs. Cooper is very giving and is always there for her students and 
colleagues, she is #FCSBold

MAR MAR

4


